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Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)

• NRCS’ flagship financial aid 
program for helping producers 
apply conservation practices on 
their land

• Provides financial assistance to 
address natural resource concerns

• Must be a landowner or operator​

• Can do cooperative contracts 
between 2 or more participants to 
solve problems that cross 
boundaries



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)

Applicable Fund Pools Application Deadline

Batch 1
Classic & EQIP-IRA

November 17, 2023
(passed)

EQIP Organic Transition 
Initiative (OTI) February 29, 2024

Batch 2
Classic, EQIP-IRA, 

Cheatgrass Challenge
March 29, 2024



• Nation’s largest conservation 
program in terms of numbers of acres

• Helps producers take their 
conservation activities to the 
next level. Rewards good 
stewardship of the land. 

• NRCS accepts applications 
year-round

Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP)



Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP)

Applicable Fund Pools Application Deadline

Batch 1
Classic & CSP-IRA April 5, 2024



The IRA Focuses on Mitigation
• The IRA directs NRCS to use the additional funds 

specifically for climate change mitigation.

• Mitigation activities reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and improve carbon storage.

• FY24 list of NRCS climate-smart mitigation 
activities: nrcs.usda.gov/mitigation-activities.pdf

• NRCS is continually evaluating mitigation activities 
and IRA implementation approach and will update 
them as appropriate.

• Federal Register notice (Nov. 21, 2022)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/mitigation-activities.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/21/2022-25292/request-for-public-input-about-implementation-of-the-inflation-reduction-act-funding


Facilitating Practices Enable Mitigation
• IRA funding can also be used for practices needed 

to facilitate a mitigation practice.

• Here are some examples of conservation systems 
that include mitigation practices and the practices 
that may be needed to facilitate them.

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Tree Shrub Site Preparation (490)

Access Control (472)

Conservation Crop Rotation (328)
Cover Crops (340)

Irrigation Water Management (449)
Pest Management Conservation System 

(595)

Waste Separation Facility (632)
Waste Transfer (634)

Roofs and Covers (367)

Prescribed Grazing (528)
Watering Facility (614)
Stream Crossing (578)

Fence (382)
Livestock Shelter Structure (576)





The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and 

activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 

marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 

genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for 

communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD).“
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